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Ryan Gravel is an urban designer, author, and entrepreneur working on
ideas about the future of cities. Best known for his master’s thesis and
early work that launched the Atlanta Beltline, Ryan’s work centers on
strategies for change that advance a broad, inclusive vision for
communities. He was the lead creator of the Atlanta City Design, which
designs the city’s inevitable change so that it grows into a better version
of itself. With his book, Where We Want to Live, (St Martin’s Press, 2016),
Ryan investigates the cultural side of infrastructure, describing how its
intimate relationship with our way of life can illuminate a brighter path
forward for cities. Ryan received a BS in Architecture from Georgia Tech in
1995, and a Master of Architecture and Master of City Planning from
Georgia Tech in 1999. His joint master’s thesis was the original concept for
the Atlanta Beltline, and he has received numerous awards related to his
subsequent work on the project. He tells his story internationally and has
been covered by a variety of media organizations including the New York
Times, Wall Street Journal, Monocle, The Guardian, The Globe and Mail,
CityLab, CNN International, USA Today, and Esquire Magazine. Ryan is the
board chair of a nonprofit called Generator, which works to support a new
generation of ideas about the future of cities. He also serves on the board
of the Partnership for Southern Equity. He is married to an architect and
has two children in Atlanta. 
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All Award Luncheon proceeds benefit the ACFA’s educational
programs & student scholarships. We have awarded $98,750
in scholarships since 2007. The 43 ACFA Scholarship
recipients represent six accredited schools of architecture,
including: Auburn, Mississippi State, Tuskegee, Syracuse,
Tulane, and University of Texas. Eleven of these students
received multi-year scholarships.

The mission of the Alabama Center for Architecture is to
advance the enjoyment of architecture and design through
engagement, education and collaboration. We appreciate your
unwavering support of our scholarship program. 


